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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support). (W.3.5) 

I can write an informative text. (W.3.2) 

I can use conventions to send a clear message to my reader. (L.3.2) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can use correct capitalization in my writing. 

• I can use correct end punctuation in my writing.  

• I can spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 

• I can use resources to check and correct my spelling. 

• Students’ paragraph hooks  

• Students’ draft paragraphs after revising 

Optional Supporting Learning Target 

• I can revise my Accessing Books around the World informative paragraph for a “hook” that captivates 

my reader. 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Writer (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Writing Hooks (20 minutes, optional) 

B. Mini Lesson: Editing Conventions (10 minutes) 

C. Application: Editing Conventions (15 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Craftsmanship: Preparing for Final Publishing (5 

minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Share the steps of the writing process with someone 

at home. Explain what each step means and how you 

go about the work of each step. 

B. Ideally, students will finish editing their writing at 

school; however, if students need more time to 

complete the task, they may take their writing home 

to complete. 

• In advance: Use the Conventions checklist to prepare feedback for the students on their use of 

conventions in their paragraphs. Ensure that you have completed a Conventions Checklist for each 

student. This is essential for Work Time Part C.  

• Look for patterns in the students’ use of writing conventions. Use these observations to inform the work 

of this lesson. 

• The portion of this lesson on ‘hooks’ is optional. The hook is a sentence to invite the reader into the text 

that precedes the topic sentence. There is the option to do this work whole group or in small groups with 

a whole group summary.  

a) For whole group option, create an anchor chart with three to five hooks you’ve authored (or use 

the ones on the handout). Use a variety of quality hook models. Try to vary the strategies used 

in each hook sentence (i.e., question format, an exclamation, an interesting fact, or a quote 

from a text). At the top of the chart paper write “What is the ‘hook’ the writer used to grab your 

attention?” as a title.  

b) For small group option, the Writing Hooks handout will be needed for each student. 

• Optional: Create an anchor chart of the student sheet, “Steps for Editing Your Paragraph” 

• Students can be allowed to use technology for the publishing of their Accessing Books around the World 

bookmark. This can be done with a word processing template set up in a format that provides a place for 

the student’s paragraph as well as the picture and list of words about the geographic region of the 

country. There are also apps like Explain Everything™ and Book Creator™ that would work well that 

have an option that allows for a pdf printout. 

• If the lesson portion on writing hooks was not done, there would time within this lesson to begin 

publishing. 

• In advance: Create a model bookmark illustration, or locate an appropriate model on the internet. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

correct, grade-appropriate, resources, 

reflect, check, handwriting, 

craftsmanship, capitalization, ending, 

punctuation, publish, paragraph, 

revise, plan, edit, captivate, hook, 

• Models of strong hooks on chart paper (teacher-created for optional use in Work Time A) 

• Hooking Our Readers! Handout (for optional use) 

• Students’ paragraph drafts with revisions (from pervious lessons) 

• Students’ Paragraph Writing graphic organizers (from previous lessons) 

• Student’s Accessing Books around the World Paragraph Conventions Checklist (from Lesson 14; filled out by teacher for 

student use) 

• Steps for Editing Your Paragraph (one per student and/or one for display) 

• Lesson 15 Homework (one per student) 

 

 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer and Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes)  

• Recap the writing journey students have been on with their Accessing Books around the World informative paragraphs. They 

have planned, drafted, and revised their paragraphs. Today is an editing day, which means students will attend to correct 

spelling, punctuation, and capitalization in their writing.  

• Distinguish editing from revision for students. Refer to the supporting targets of the lesson, clarifying the words 

capitalization, spell, resources, and punctuation.  

• Remind students that when they edit their writing for these conventions, their work reflects craftsmanship which is another 

word for care and quality in presentation.  

• Tell students they will rewrite their final paragraphs using their most careful handwriting* when they have finished editing. 

This is also an element of craftsmanship. 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols to assist ELLs in making 

connections with vocabulary. These 

symbols can be used throughout the 

year. 

• ELLs can enter craftsmanship into 

their personal dictionaries or 

vocabulary logs.  
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. How Do Writers Create Captivating Hooks? (optional part of lesson, 20 minutes) 

• Share a captivating hook from a book they students are familiar with or one that you wrote for this purpose. Ask students if 

the opening sentence grabbed their attention. Explain to students that writers want to do exactly that, grab the reader’s 

attention and pull them in to the writing, making them want to keep reading. Introduce the term ‘hook’ even helping them to 

see the literal meaning in that a hook is meant to catch something and hold onto it. Define hook as: “A sentence at the 

beginning of a paragraph that grabs your attention.” Make sure students understand that the hook is not the topic sentence. 

It precedes, or comes before, the topic sentence. 

• There are two options for working on hooks. See the teacher reference in Supporting Materials for the steps of both options. 

• Following the work of either the whole group or small group option, students can now work on writing hooks for their 

paragraphs. Students write their hooks in a few different ways and read them aloud to peers during the writing time. Confer 

as they write, referring them to the anchor chart and model hooks as necessary. 

• Then invite students to select the hook they feel grabs the reader’s attention the best and bring their favorite hook to share 

during the debrief. 

• ELLs should record hook into a 

personal dictionary or vocabulary 

log. They may need several 

examples of the word captivating 

and practice using it in context. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Mini Lesson: Editing Conventions (10 minutes) 

• Bring students’ attention back to the Writing Process anchor chart so they see that ‘Edit is the step that comes next.  

• Model for students how to edit the spelling, capitalization, and punctuation of their draft writing.  

• As a first step, model for students about how writers read through their drafts to try to identify words that are misspelled. 

Model for students how they should mark these words and then find the correct spelling for their words from classroom 

resources: on word walls, in dictionaries, on vocabulary cards, or in the texts used throughout the module. Sometimes 

students may need someone to simply correct the spelling of words that third-graders do not need to know how to spell on 

their own. 

• Next, invite students to share the rules for capitalization (i.e., start of sentences and proper nouns),followed by modeling 

how to search for capital letters at the start of sentences and with names of specific people and places. Support students by 

identifying places in their writing where they need to add capital letters before they begin editing independently.  

• Finally, discuss end punctuation. Remind students that punctuation marks are important signals that help readers know 

when to slow down, stop, or read with expression. Students should be on the lookout for places where they need to include a 

period, question mark, or exclamation point in their paragraphs. Support students by identifying places in their writing 

where they need to add ending punctuation before they begin editing independently. 

• Distribute the Steps for Editing Your Paragraph to students. Briefly read through the steps (which are a summary of 

what was just discussed). Clarify the meaning of “Read with your eyes and ears,” as reading softly out loud so that they can 

hear the flow of their words. Often this allows students to notice things they otherwise wouldn’t have if they had only read 

their paragraph silently. Suggest that they can even use the sheet as a checklist. 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols on the Conventions 

checklist to support students.  

• Students needing additional support 

will benefit from a few targeted 

areas for editing marked on their 

paragraphs. 

• During Work Time, pull small, 

targeted needs-based groups of 

students as required. 

C. Application: Editing Conventions (15 minutes) 

• Distribute the students’ Conventions Checklist with teacher comments (from Lesson 14). Tell students to spend a few 

minutes looking at the feedback provided on the checklist.  

• They should now spend about 10 minutes of this session editing their writing for correct capitalization, spelling, and 

punctuation. Remind students to use their Conventions checklists to identify what they need to work on. Confer with 

students and offer support and guidance as needed. 

• Refer to a nonlinguistic symbol for 

craftsmanship to assist ELLs in 

making the connection. 

• ELLs may require extended time for 

completion of task and use of a 

bilingual dictionary. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Craftsmanship: Preparing for Final Publishing (5 minutes) 

• Briefly review the word craftsmanship. Remind students that work that shows craftsmanship is neatly and carefully created. 

This is important because the reader needs to be able to understand our writing. Show students a final handwritten 

paragraph* and invite them to Pair-Share what they notice about the craftsmanship of this published paragraph.  

• Bring students’ attention back to the Writing Process anchor chart so they see that ‘Publish’ is the final step. Connect the 

word publish to the writing process vocabulary used throughout the unit. If desired, track students’ ideas about 

craftsmanship on an anchor chart titled: “When Writers Show Craftsmanship, What Do They Do?” Suggested ideas for the 

chart include: 

* Put spaces between their words. 

* Use their neatest handwriting. 

• Tell students that their exciting journey in the module, “Becoming a Close Reader and Writing to Learn” is drawing to a 

close. In the next lesson, they will be creating their bookmarks. 

• Consider providing a sentence 

frame or starter, or a cloze sentence 

to assist with language production 

and give the structure required. 

• Post a sentence starter and model to 

assist as students participate in 

discussion: “I am most proud of 

______” and “Writing neatly is a 

challenge for me because 

______________.” 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

Share the steps of the writing process with someone at home. Explain what each step means and how you go about the work of 

each step. 

Note: Photocopy students’ writing before they take it home to ensure a backup copy if needed 
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Two Options for Work Time A for Writing Hooks 

(for teacher reference) 

 
 

Option 1: Whole Group 

 

• Display the anchor chart, “What is the ‘hook’ the writer used to grab your attention?”  

• Ask the class to work together to read the hooks on the chart and then discuss why the hook is 
grab’s their attention. Whole group, discuss how the writers made each hook. Track students’ 
thinking on the anchor chart. Depending on what types of hooks are used as models, the anchor 
chart may contain ideas such as:  

- They ask the reader a question. 

- They tell the reader an interesting fact. 

- They use a specific (and fitting) quote from the book. 

• Briefly model writing a hook (or two) for the model paragraph from previous lessons, using the 
ideas on the hook anchor chart. Read these hooks aloud to the students, who will help identify 
which one sounds the most captivating.  

• Following this, move back into the lesson. 

 
 

Option 2: Small Groups 

 

• Distribute the Hooking Our Readers! handout to students. Refer students to the model hooks 
on the handout and project a copy of the handout to serve as an anchor chart. (These are based on 
the text That Book Woman.)  

• Ask the class to collaborate in small groups to read the hooks on their handout and then discuss 
why the hooks grab their attention. They should write a brief comment on the handout that answers 
the question: “What is the ‘hook’ the writer used to grab your attention?”  

• Bring the students back together to review the work of the small groups. 

• Following this, move back into the lesson. 
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Writing Hooks Handout 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Directions: Read the hooks below with your group and answer the question below each one: 

 

1. “Have you ever met someone who changed your life forever?” 

What did the writer do to make this hook captivating? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. “In the 1930s, President Roosevelt created a program to bring books to areas of 

Kentucky where there weren’t many schools or libraries.” 

What did the writer do to make this hook captivating? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. “It’s not the horse alone that’s brave, I reckon, but the rider, too.” 

What did the writer do to make this hook captivating? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. “Falling in love with reading is like magic!” 

What did the writer do to make this hook captivating? 
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Steps for Editing Your Paragraph 
 
 

1. Read your draft with your eyes and ears. 

 

2. Attend to the spelling in your writing. Circle or underline the words you 
feel may be misspelled. Consider using a colored pencil for this. 

 

3. Use classroom resources to find the correct spellings of the words you 
circled or underlined. 

 

4. Think of the rules of capitalization. Look to make sure that all sentences 
and formal names are capitalized. Also look to make sure that words aren’t 
capitalized that shouldn’t be. 

 

5. Look for the places in your writing that need punctuation. Do all sentences 
have end of sentence punctuation? Are there places where the sentences 
should end with a question mark or exclamation point? 

 

6. Look for places in your writing that might need commas. These can be 
trickier to find. Read your paragraph in a natural and fluent way. If you 
notice any places where you have a slight pause, it may be that there 
should be a comma in that place. 

 

7. Read your draft again with your eyes and ears. 
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Lesson 15 Homework 
 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Share the steps of the writing process with someone at home. Explain what each step 
means and how you go about the work of each step. 
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Plan 

Draft 

Revise 

Edit 

Publish 


